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Group Agenda - August 9, 2008

Lesson: “The Quilt”
Passage: Luke 15:3-32

Background

Have you ever lost anything that was important to you? GOD has! The Bible shows
us in Genesis God sending Adam & Eve from the Garden after they sin, and we
usually empathize with the man and woman. But God’s loss was that of a parent
losing connection & relationship with his precious children. He would have gladly
given his own life to save theirs.

How do I know? He did it! In Christ, God said, "I will sacrifice myself to save my
children...” In Luke 15, Jesus tries to clearly describe God’s heart to some outwardly
religious Pharisees who didn’t have much concern for those “outside the circle.” He
describes God as a Shepherd with a lost sheep, a woman with a lost coin, and a
Father with a lost son.

The Pharisees, in contrast, were like a resentful and angry Older Brother, jealous of
his Father’s love and joy over the restoration of relationship with his lost boy. Whom
are we more like? Do we understand God’s pain and loss when man fell? How his
mission has been, ever since, to find them and bring them back?

IceBreaker

Have you ever lost something that was really important to you? Tell about what you
went through due to the loss. Did you ever get it back?

Read & Discuss
<Read Luke 15:3-27>

» Who is “the loser” in the stories? Do you usually think of God as someone
who has experienced great pain and loss? Is God’s experience of pain and
loss like ours, or different?

> In the first two stories, God as the Shepherd and the Woman go searching
everywhere to find what they have lost, and don’t stop until they succeed in
finding what they are seeking. What do you learn of God’s heart from these
stories of Jesus?



Apply

Pray

In the 3™ story, God is the Father waiting at home for a son who is not lost,
but intentionally left. Do you think this is closer to what God experiences with
his lost children? What do you learn of God’s heart from this story?

Sometimes, people have a picture of God as a parent fed up with the kids,

and constantly looking for an excuse to toss them out of the house on their
ear. How do these stories address this view?

<Read Read Luke 15:28-32>

The final part of the third story requires the reader to understand to whom
Jesus is speaking. Look at verses 1-2. Who are his listeners in the story, and
why does Jesus tell these stories to them?

What is the “Older Brother’s” viewpoint of the “Lost Brother’'s” return? How
much like God’s heart were the hearts of the religious leaders of Jesus’ day?

How can being “religious” keep us from knowing God and having a heart like
him? What is the difference between a religious person’s viewpoint and that of
a godly person?

Think back to when you lost something (or someone) who was truly important
to you. Do you have the same sense of pain and loss when you think about
the people near you (or far away) who are lost and separated from God? Why
or why not?

Do you want to experience the same pain over lost people that Christ was
describing God goes through? What would you gain from this empathy? What
would it cost you?

The Jewish leaders of Jesus day didn't seem to share God’s heart toward
those lost from him, while Jesus apostles did. What in their behavior
demonstrated their different views and convictions about the status and value
of all the peoples of the earth? Whom do you identify with more?

What are some actions you can renew/begin that demonstrate the same
urgency God has toward his lost ones?

Pray for your eyes to be opened to the people around you locally and around
the world who are lost and for whom God longs to be reunited.

Pray for opportunities for yourselves/your Life Group to reach out and invite
some of God’s beloved to come back to know him.



