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Group Agenda - April 10, 2008

Series: THE REPLY TO "WHY?"”
Lesson: “"Hinds Feet on High Places”
Passage: Habakkuk 3:17-19

Background

This is the fifth lesson in Habakkuk as we wrestle with what has traditionally been
called the Problem of Pain — why does God let bad things happen to good people?

Habakkuk ends up his book describing a world of total disaster (for an agriculturally-
based society, at least) in 3:17-19. And with good reason, after God shares the
future of Judah with him. But in verse 18, he is no longer complaining and
confronting God - instead he is rejoicing! What is different? Has God made life all
better for him, prospered and healed his land?

No, the only thing different is Habakkuk’s expectations of life, and his understanding
of God’s work and his own role and his people’s in relation to God. This set of ideas
of God, self, and the world around us is often called “worldview.” It is the set of
beliefs we use to interpret everything that happens to us. God has changed, not
Habakkuk’s circumstances, but his basic beliefs about God and human existence!

IceBreaker

Go around the circle and have each person comment on one of the following:
GGod wants me to be happy.O

CPain and trial in my life are a sign of EOQ

O'he greatest joy in life is experienced whenEO
My ultimate aim and purpose in life is EO
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Read & Discuss

< Review Habakkuk 3:17-19>

> Considering that Israel was a farming-based society during Habakkuk@®@
writing, what circumstances are being described in verse 177

> In verse 18, Habakkuk talks about GejoicingOand GexultingOand Cbeing
joyful.OWhat do these words mean to you in your life? How could he
Habakkuk experience this even when thinking of a life filled with chaos and
disaster?

> Describe the difference between Habakkuk® QoyOand the happiness that our
culture usually says it is pursuing.
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Apply

Worldview means the basic set of beliefs a person or group holds about life
and how the universe works, and through which all of our experiences are
filtered and understood. Comparing Habakkuk 1:2-4 & 12-17 with 3:17-19,
what has changed in Habakkuk® worldview during his conversation with God?

How has the statement in verse 19 changed Habakkuk@ life and relationship
toward God?

<Read Romans 8:35-37>

How do the circumstances in Romans 8:35 compare to Habakkuk 3:17? Did
the coming of Christ into the world change the pains and struggles people
face in their life circumstances? Are things different today?

What stories could Paul and the other apostles of Jesus tell us about suffering
and pain and distress? What allowed them to continue to walk with Christ and
serve him in the midst of these things? What did they expect their lives to be
like?

How do we Gverwhelmingly conquerOin our lives when we are subject to
such potential for pain and disaster

Discuss the following QvorldviewOstatements in light of what you have learned in the
book of Habakkuk:

>

>

Pray

“"Life should be fair and make sense.”
"God rewards the righteous and punishes the ungodly and cruel.”

“If I ‘live right’ I will prosper materially and be protected from the pain and
trial many go through.”

"The more I know God, the better I handle whatever happens in my life.”
"I was created to enjoy life here on the earth, and to prosper and be happy.”

"I understand clearly what Go is doing in this world and how I fit into his
mission and plan.”

“Pain in my life means God is angry with and/or distant from me.”

Ask the Lord for a joy that is independent of, in spite of, your circumstances b
a (peace that passes all understanding.O

Bring your pains to God, and ask for strength that will make you Gvalk on
high placesOin those times.



