
 
 
 
 
 
Series: THE REPLY TO “WHY?” 
Lesson: “Hinds Feet on High Places” 
Passage: Habakkuk 3:17-19 
 
 
Background 
 
This is the fifth lesson in Habakkuk as we wrestle with what has traditionally been 
called the Problem of Pain –  why does God let bad things happen to good people? 
 
Habakkuk ends up his book describing a world of total disaster (for an agriculturally-
based society, at least) in 3:17-19. And with good reason, after God shares the 
future of Judah with him. But in verse 18, he is no longer complaining and 
confronting God – instead he is rejoicing! What is different? Has God made life all 
better for him, prospered and healed his land? 
 
No, the only thing different is Habakkuk’s expectations of life, and his understanding 
of God’s work and his own role and his people’s in relation to God. This set of ideas 
of God, self, and the world around us is often called “worldview.” It is the set of 
beliefs we use to interpret everything that happens to us. God has changed, not 
Habakkuk’s circumstances, but his basic beliefs about God and human existence! 
 
IceBreaker 
 
Go around the circle and have each person com m ent  on one of t he follow ing:  
 

1.  ÒGod wants m e to be happy.Ó 
2.  ÒPain and t rial in m y life are a sign of É Ó 
3.  ÒThe greatest  joy in life is exper ienced whenÉ Ó 
4.  ÒMy ult im ate aim  and purpose in life is É Ó 

 
Read & Discuss 
 

< Review  Habakkuk 3: 17- 19>  
 

 Consider ing t hat  I srael was a farm ing-based society  during HabakkukÕs 
writ ing, what  circum stances are being descr ibed in verse 17? 

 
 I n verse 18,  Habakkuk talks about  ÒrejoicingÓ and Òexult ingÓ and Òbeing 

joyful.Ó What  do these words m ean to you in your  life? How could he 
Habakkuk exper ience t his even when think ing of a life filled with chaos and 
disaster? 

 
 Descr ibe t he difference between HabakkukÕs Òj oyÓ and the happiness that  our  

culture usually  says it  is pursuing. 
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 Worldview m eans the basic set  of beliefs a person or  group holds about  life 
and how the universe works,  and through which all of our  experiences are 
filt ered and understood.  Com par ing Habakkuk 1: 2-4 & 12- 17 with 3: 17- 19,  
what  has changed in HabakkukÕs worldview  during his conversat ion with God? 

 
 How has t he statem ent  in verse 19 changed HabakkukÕs life and relat ionship 

toward God? 
 

< Read Rom ans 8: 35- 37>  
 
 How do the circum stances in Rom ans 8: 35 com pare to Habakkuk 3: 17? Did 

the com ing of Christ  int o the world change the pains and st ruggles people 
face in their  life circum stances? Are t hings different  today? 

 
 What  stories could Paul and the other  apost les of Jesus t ell us about  suffering 

and pain and dist ress? What  allowed them  to cont inue to walk  with Christ  and 
serve him  in t he m idst  of these t hings? What  d id they expect  their  lives to be 
like? 

 
 How do we Òoverwhelm ingly  conquerÓ in our  lives when we are subj ect  to 

such potent ial for  pain and disaster 
 
 
Apply 
 
Discuss the following Òwor ldv iewÓ statem ents in light  of what  you have learned in t he 
book of Habakkuk:  
 

 “Life should be fair and make sense.” 
 
 “God rewards the righteous and punishes the ungodly and cruel.” 

 
 “If I ‘live right’ I will prosper materially and be protected from the pain and 

trial many go through.” 
 

 “The more I know God, the better I handle whatever happens in my life.” 
 

 “I was created to enjoy life here on the earth, and to prosper and be happy.” 
 

 “I understand clearly what Go is doing in this world and how I fit into his 
mission and plan.” 

 
 “Pain in my life means God is angry with and/or distant from me.” 

 
 
Pray 
 

 Ask the Lord for  a joy that  is independent  of,  in spite of,  your circum stances Ð 
a Òpeace t hat  passes all understanding.Ó 

 
 Bring your pains to God, and ask for  st rength that  w ill m ake you Òwalk on 

high placesÓ in those t im es. 


