
 
 
 
 
 
Series: THE REPLY TO “WHY?” 
Lesson: “Wrath & Mercy” 
Passage: Habakkuk 3:1-16 
 
 
Background 
 
This is the fourth and final week in Habakkuk as we wrestle with what has 
traditionally been called the Problem of Pain – that is, why does God let bad things 
happen to good people?  
 
In the final chapter, Habakkuk responds back to God one last time. He is no longer 
questioning and angry – instead, he is hopefully TERRIFIED! He begins to think about 
God’s work in the past – all the wonderful and terrible things that God allows or 
brings about in our world to accomplish his purposes. Some, like the crossing of the 
Red Sea, was salvation for one group (the Hebrews) while it was a disaster for the 
other (the Egyptians). Was this an act of Wrath or Mercy? BOTH! 
 
God’s works are not predictable in usual sense, because he is working on a much 
bigger canvas than we can see from our vantage point. He is willing to sacrifice the 
short-term for the long-term benefit, while man seldom is, and his idea of short- and 
long-term are quite different from God’s. All we can do is stand in awe and walk in 
faith that he knows what he is doing! 
 
IceBreaker 
 
What would you say is the most important/significant event of your life (outside of 
your conversion & marriage to your spouse). Would you evaluate it as a “good thing” 
or a “bad thing” overall? Has your view of the event changed over time? 
 
 
 
Read & Discuss 
 

 Review the lessons from Habakkuk you have learned so far. What has been 
the most significant idea to you? 

 
<Read Habakkuk 3:1-16> 

 
 In verses 1-3, Habakkuk says, “I have hear all about you, Lord. I am filled 

with awe by your amazing works…” What sorts of things did he know about 
God? What events/works do you suppose he was thinking of? Were they all 
“blessings” from a human standpoint? (c.f. Exodus 32) 

 
 Most theologians see God’s purpose in raising up the Israelite nation as God’s 

method of preparing the world for the coming of his Son. In what ways and at 
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what times did God’s purpose for the Israelites and their own desires for their 
nation come into conflict? Were God’s efforts to redirect them back onto his 
intended path for them perceived as “wrath” or “mercy” from Him? Did God 
have the right to redirect them? 

 
 What emotions do the words of verses 3-7 stir in you when you hear them? 

What do they motivate you to do? 
 

 In verse 8, Habakkuk asks the question about some of God’s historical 
actions, “Was it in anger…were you displeased? No, you were sending…your 
salvation!” How can God’s works in our world and in our individual lives 
confuse acts of anger and discipline with acts to benefit and save us? 

 
 Verse 16 expresses both quivering terror and also faith in God’s salvation. 

How can these two entities dwell in peace in the same spiritual “house” so to 
speak? 

 
 
 
Apply 
 

 What have your own personal experiences and understanding of the history of 
God’s work in the world taught you to expect from him? Are God’s actions 
easily predictable? Why or why not? 

 
 Look at the Jewish Holocaust during WWII, that caused the death of some 6 

million Jews at the hands of the Nazis. While it was a horrible crime and one 
of the worst examples of human evil in history, soon after the modern Jewish 
state of Israel was reborn, and probably could never have been if it weren’t 
for what happened in the Holocaust. How do you feel about a God who 
allows/utilizes such horrendous suffering to bring about Israel’s rebirth? Can 
you love him? Can you submit to him? 

 
 
 
Pray 
 

 Enumerate the character of God and history of his works in your group’s 
prayer time. Lift him up and bow before him. 

 
 Offer your lives as instruments of accomplishing HIS will in this world, and 

repudiate the idea that he is here for the accomplishment of OUR will. 


