
 
 
 
 
 
Series: THE REPLY TO “WHY?” 
Lesson: “The Sound of Silence” 
Passage: Habakkuk 2:5-20 
 
 
Background 
 
This is the t hird lesson in Habakkuk as we wrest le with what  has t radit ionally been 
called t he Problem  of Pain Ð that  is,  why does God let  bad t hings happen to good 
people? 
 
I n the 2nd chapter,  God cont inues his answer to Habakkuk as t o why he is going to 
send the Babylonians to dest roy the physical nat ion of Judah for  its sins. He repeats 
5 set s of ÒWoesÓ in 2: 5- 19,  describ ing various kinds of sin and in just ice in t he wor ld,  
and what  happens when they occur,  both to the vict im s and the perpet rators. 
 
God then,  in verse 20,  caps it  all off with a statem ent  h im self:  “But the LORD is in 
his holy temple; let all the earth keep silence before him.” What  hope do 
sufferers have in t his world? God is st ill ru ling, st ill in  cont rol,  and knows what  is 
happening.  Those who hum ble t hem selves before him  will be lif t ed up in the end,  
and t hose who donÕtÉ  
 
IceBreaker 
 
As you look around the world and at people you know and meet every day, do you 
believe that prosperous people are usually “good” people, and that those who 
struggle and suffer are “bad” people? What do material success, good health, and 
long life show about a person’s relationship with God? 
 
Read & Discuss 
 

<Review Habakkuk 2:4> 
 

!  What categories of people are described in this verse? What does “the 
righteous (man) will live by (his) faith” have to do with the problem of 
suffering & pain? 

 
 
 

<Read Habakkuk 2:5-19> 
 
!  Notice the five statements of “Woe to him who…” that are listed in these 

verses (see NIV version if yours doesnÕt  use these term s in verses 6,  9, 12,  
15,  & 19). Who is speaking in this entire passage, and what doe he mean by 
the term “Woe?” 
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!  Read each of the following passages one-by-one, and answer the 3 questions 
below about each: 

 
1. 2:6-8 
2. 2:9-11 
3. 2:12-14 
4. 2:15-17 
5. 2:18-19 

 
a. Who in today’s world exhibits similar behavior to these “villains” listed in this 

passage? 
 
b. Who is being victimized by the above villains, and what is their condition? 

 
c. What consequences may those who live as these people do expect – i.e. what 

“woe” may befall them? 
 

<Read Habakkuk 2:20> 
 

!  What impact does God’s reminder of his continuing position of authority place 
upon all his pronouncements in this passage? 

 
!  How does “keeping silence before him” factor into this discussion? What 

significance is there for people to keep silence before God in the midst of their 
pain, struggle, and crisis? 

 
Apply 
 

!  Are you experiencing injustice or suffering at the hands of someone else in 
your life right now? Do you find comfort in God’s words here? 

 
!  Do you struggle with any of these behaviors described as bringing “woe” to 

people in this passage? What about your family upbringing or culture tempts 
you to follow down this path? 

 
!  Name activities or disciplines in your life that assist you in “keeping silence 

before God. Discuss some of the following: 
 

a.  Weekend assemblies 
b.  Life Group meetings 
c.  Personal Quiet Time/Prayer/Meditation/Study 
d. Other? 

 
Pray 
 

!  Spend some time in “Silence before the Lord.” Set a pre-determined length 
(e.g. 5/10/15 minutes), have someone time it, and then just ask God to 
speak to you or make himself known to you during this time (some call this 
“The Listening Room”). 

 
!  Spend a few minutes in one-sentence prayers of thanksgiving, praise, etc. 

connected with what you heard from God. 


