soulgh
Group Agenda - April 12, 2008

Series: THE REPLY TO “WHY?”
Lesson: "Wait & See”
Passage: Habakkuk 2:2-4

Background

This is the third week in Habakkuk as we wrestle with what has traditionally been
called the Problem of Pain - that is, why does God let bad things happen to good
people?

Habakkuk complained in the first chapter that the wicked in Judah had taken over,
and why wasn’t God doing something about it? So God announced, “You are right. I
am going to send the Babylonians to destroy Judah - that will put an end to all this
unrighteousness!” Needless to say, Habakkuk then had new questions!

When he asks God next, "How can you do this to your special chosen people?” God
tells him that this future is coming for sure, and to tell everyone to expect it. As for
being his chosen people, God says that the difference between the righteous and
unrighteous will be in their response to this future. The Proud will trust in
themselves, their talent, their money, etc. The Righteous, on the other hand, will
continue to seek God and walk by faith in the midst of it.

A relationship with God is no sure protection from pain & distress in life. In fact, it
may bring new kinds of suffering to us that others avoid. Our circumstances are not
guaranteed. The only difference is, we will choose to live through it in faith, while
others abandon God as indifferent, unreal, unfair, etc. What will our choice be in
suffering?

IceBreaker
Do you think that living as a disciple of Jesus Christ brings special protection from

suffering or an easier life for believers than the lives of those who don’t know him or
reject Christ outright? Explain.

Read & Discuss

» Review Habakkuk 1:1-11. What did Habakkuk see going on in Judah that he
complained to God about? What was God’s response?

» Now read Habakkuk’s follow-up complaint in 1:12-17. How do his concerns
change after hearing God’s plans for Judah?

<Read Habakkuk 2:2-4>




Apply

Pray

In verses 2-3, how certain does Judah’s announced future sound? Is God
negotiable at all on his plans for them? Why does God want such depressing,
frightening news announced widely among the people?

Verse 4 contrasts two types or categories of people. What are the two
categories (NOTE: review several translations of this verse to gain clearer
understanding.)

Matthew 4:44-45 states that God sends blessings like sunshine and rain on
both “righteous” and “unrighteous” people. Is this fair on God’s part? Does he
also send suffering and pain in equal measure to both groups?

If righteous and unrighteous people both receive blessings and suffering,
regardless of their relationship (or lack thereof) with God, what’s the
difference between the two? What is the point of seeking God and following
Christ? (See Hab. 2:4b for what makes the righteous different.)

What suffering has your walk with Christ helped you avoid over your life? Has
it brought any other suffering that might not have come to an unbeliever in
your situation?

Habakkuk seems to say that being righteous is no sure ticket to a life of
happiness, joy, and blessing (financial or otherwise). In fact, it may bring
more pain to us, not less. Do you agree that this is true? Do you believe it is
fair or right?

Verse 2:4 says this is the Difference: "...the proud...trust in themselves...but
the righteous will live by their faith in God.” It is in one’s response to
suffering, not in our circumstances, that the Righteous stand out and become
clear. Faced with the choice of suffering on your own and seeking to resolve
your problems by yourself, or seeking God’s way through the same problems,
even when you are unclear about their reason or purpose, which do you
choose? How does consciously accepting the reality of suffering’s inevitability
help you face it?

Go around your circle in prayer, and formally announce to God whether or not
you will choose to follow Him in faith, despite trials and suffering.

Thank him for his abiding presence in suffering, and for the fellowship of your
friends in the group and the church to help you through your trials.



