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Group Agenda - March 5, 2008

Series: THE REPLY TO “WHY?”
Lesson: "It Could Be Worse”
Passage: Habakkuk 1:1-11

Background

This is the second week in Habakkuk as we wrestle with what has traditionally been
called the Problem of Pain - that is, why does God let bad things happen to good
people? We are discussing the prophet Habakkuk and his complaints and concerns of
injustice, violence, and the prosperity of the wicked in the midst of Judean society.
In 1:1-11, Habakkuk starts out with questioning God - “"Why are you letting this
happen? How long must I watch and wait for justice to be done?”

God then answers with this: "The Babylonians are coming to lay siege and destroy
Judah.” Whew! God was aware, he was going to address all the injustice - by having
the nation destroyed and carried into slavery. Probably not the answer Habakkuk
was hoping for.

As bad as things were in Judah, they were about to get a lot worse. How was this an
answer to Habakkuk’s concerns, and ours today? Whatever we are struggling with,
they could be a lot worse, and as such, they represent a limitation on suffering that
God is maintaining in our lives. God wants us to grow and become like Christ. But
this doesn’t usually happen when everything is smooth sailing - it happens as we
deal with difficulty and struggle. And he doesn’t give us too much at a time. He
allows enough to make us pray and seek him and walk by faith. Even the
Babylonians were not the worst thing possible. They don’t kill everyone, but just take
some of them captive. Later, they are defeated by the Persians, and the Israelites
are allowed to return home. So God’s mercy was displayed even in the discipline of
the Babylonians.

IceBreaker

When you were 13, what was the biggest struggle or concern in your life? What is
your biggest worry or problem now?

Exercise

1. List 10 problems in our country or the world that you see discussed regularly
in the news media (e.g. Poverty, Global Warming, Unemployment, etc.)

2. Now take each of the 10, and list something WORSE that could be happening
in each situation (e.g. Poverty ! Starvation, or Global Warming ! Extreme
Cold, AIDS ! Ebola)



Read & Discuss

Apply

Pray

<Read Habakkuk 1:1-11>

What complaints/concerns does Habakkuk bring before God in the first few
verses? What might be comparable areas of concern in today’s world? Are his
concerns legitimate?

How so you think God feels about Habakkuk'’s confrontation? Is it allowable to
question God in this manner? Why or why not?

What is God’s answer to Habakkuk’s questioning and demands?

How do you suppose the knowledge of the immanent arrival of the
Babylonians at the gates to lay siege to their country changed Habakkuk’s
perspective on the concerns he had brought to God?

How did the coming of the Babylonians solve all the issues Habakkuk had
brought before the Lord?

Look at God’s description of the Babylonians. What kind of people were they?
Who might they compare to today? How do you feel about the Lord using evil
& ungodly people to discipline his own chosen people?

What personal struggles are you going through now that are making you ask
God, "Why?” How has God addressed you concerns so far? Have you ever
received “The Babylonians are coming,” as an answer?

Compared to the destruction and captivity brought by the Babylonians,
Habakkuk’s concerns seemed relatively small and limited. Does it help you to
think of your current concerns as limitations on the potentially extreme
suffering that you could be enduring?

List your personal struggles in the group. Rephrase each one as a
thanksgiving, acknowledging the worse circumstances that you might be in
instead of your current one. (e.g. Our financial situation is very tight >
“"Thank you God that I am not unemployed, and that we have income coming
in right now!”)

Take each of your group’s struggles, name them, and give thanks for the
blessing inherent to each one, giving thanks that the potential suffering you
could be enduring is limited and that he is protecting and caring for you.

Ask the Lord to teach and prepare you through your current, limited struggles
to face subsequent, more difficult ones with strength, faith, and gratitude!



