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Group Agenda - March 29, 2008

Lesson: “Why Do I Cry "Why?"”
Passage: Habakkuk 1:1; Rom.1:16-17

Background

This week begins a new series on the book of Habakkuk called The Reply to
“"Why?"” Why does God let bad things happen to good people, while allowing the
wicked to prosper? This questions is as old as the hills, but also very fresh and
relevant to every new generation of believers. In following Christ, we are asked to
believe that God is omnipotent (all-powerful), righteous (all-good), and that he is a
God of love who cares for each of us. But if each of these ideas is true, why isn’t life
better here on the earth? Why do we struggle and suffer so without him intervening?

Evil is a reality that we are tempted to see as an aberration, an exception to the
normal, perfectly happy existence we usually enjoy. But truth to tell, the world is full
of it — it is more the norm than comfort and bliss. So how do we believe and follow
God in spite of all these circumstances? That is the theme of Habakkuk’s book. And
the first lesson says the answer is in Habakkuk’s name, which seems to be derived
from the Hebrew word for embrace. God gives us a hug when we ask, "Why?” And
then he encourages us to continue on the journey and to trust him.

IceBreaker
What is happening in the world right now that you think makes people wonder where
God is, if he really cares, and whether he is good and powerful?
Read & Discuss
<Read Habakkuk 1:1>
I The term omnipotence is used by theologians to refer to the idea that God is
all-powerful — that nothing is beyond his ability to accomplish. Do you believe
this accurately applies to the God of the Bible? Why or why not?
I Righteousness is a second idea about God. It means that he is all good, that
he never desires evil, he never abuses the power that he has, and whatever
he does, he does for the right reason, whether or not mankind can

understand it. Is God righteous in your experience?

I Do you believe that evil truly exists in the world? What is it like? Where does
it come from? How does it impact and intersect with God? With people?



I Habakkuk is written assuming all three of these ideas are real, but the
prophet is struggling. He believes in these things, but struggles with the
realities he sees in the world around him - injustice, violence, threats, the
righteous weak suffer while the wealthy wicked prosper. So he begins to
question God, and why he is not more active in the circumstances he sees. Is
it legitimate to question God and his actions? Why or why not?

<Read Romans 1:16-17>

I In this passage, Paul rights about God’s power, about righteousness, and that
his people will live a different kind of life, following him in faith. The
statement "The righteous will live by faith,” appears in Habakkuk 2:4, straight
from God’s mouth to the prophet. What role does faith play when we are
facing circumstances that are difficult to reconcile with who we believe God to
be?

I What difficulties had Paul experienced in his life that makes his statements
about living by faith so powerful? Could he have questioned God’s power,
goodness, or care for him? How was his life an example of “The righteous will
live by faith?”

Apply

I Are there circumstances in your own world that are making it difficult to see
God’s power, righteousness, or love for you right now? Explain.

| If Habakkuk means embrace, how has God embraced you/demonstrated his
love for you in a significant way in your life, that allows you to walk in faith,
despite painful circumstances? How does understanding the suffering and
purpose of Jesus Christ help you believe in God’s power, righteousness, and
love?

I What does the term “living by faith” make you think of in your own life? On a
scale of 1-10, how well are you living by faith? Do you want to improve, and if
so, what do you think needs to happen to take you to a new level?

Pray

I Pray for the pain and hurt in one another’s lives, and in the world in general.
Ask God any questions you have on your mind - it's OK, he can take it!

I Ask the Lord for his power to enable you to “live by faith” despite your
difficulties right now, and to teach you what that means in a greater way.



