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Group Agenda - March 22, 2008

Lesson: “Because of Easter”
Passage: Lev. 13:45-46; Mark 1:40-42; 1 Cor. 15:42-44

Background

The physical condition usually translated as leprosy in the OT is not necessarily the
same disease as our modern day leprosy. The Hebrew word tzaraath often applied
to clothing and houses as well as people, and referred to strange discolorations that
appeared on skin, cloth, or stone walls. The skin condition could have covered a
number of different skin diseases, but was usually seen as a punishment for sin (e.g.
Talmud lists 7 causes: an evil tongue, murder, a promise with no intention of being
kept, sexual immorality, pride, theft, or lack of generosity) whose only cure was
repentance and forgiveness.

The outbreak was usually punished with personal isolation from the community for at
least 7 days, or longer if the condition persisted. The purpose was more likely to
protect the community from moral corruption, rather than concerns about contagion.

Jesus encounters a man in Mark 1 who seems to have been suffering for a long time,
and must have been isolated from family, friends, and community services for a
greater period than usual. He falls down and begs Jesus for cleansing, which he
provides, and restores him back to the community.

Do we have this same desperation to be restored to community? Money allows many
to live life alone without others, eating them up inside whiles still allowing “normal”
life “inside the camp.” Are we desperate for the ultimate healing Jesus offers, for a
new incorruptible body that will enable us to dwell with one another in the House of
the Lord forever?

IceBreaker

What is the longest period you have ever spent alone, away from civilization? What
was the experience like?

Read & Discuss

<Read Leviticus 13:45-46>

» The Hebrew term tzaraath is not necessarily the same as the condition we
know today as leprosy, but could include it. It was referred to various kinds of
skin discoloring conditions, and was seen as a direct punishment for sinful



Apply

Pray

behavior. In ancient Israel, people were required by the priests to leave the
community for a minimum of 7 days and live in isolation, as described here. If
it didn't go away, you were considered unrepentant, and forced to continue
isolated existence away from family, friends, and community. Imagine the
lifestyle of people in this condition. What would be worst about this situation
for you?

<Read Mark 1:40-42>

Do you think this man has been isolated for 7 days, or longer? What does his
desperation say to you? What would life have been like for him?

If tzaraath was seen as a spiritual problem, curable only through repentance
and forgiveness, what did it say to people that Jesus was able to cure him on
the spot?

Do you believe there are physical consequences for spiritual problems and
sins? Can you list some examples of physical conditions that indicate immoral
behavior on the part of the sufferer? How about those that result from bad
moral choices, but are harder to see the direct connection?

What does this passage say about what Jesus can do for those who suffer
physical consequences of their past life choices?
<Read 1 Corinthians 15:42-44>

Will we ever have a perfect, happy, and un-afflicted existence in this world?
Why or why not?

Discuss what the resurrection of Jesus says to you and me today about what
our lives should be focused on.

Are there any afflictions in your life right now that you attribute to poor
choices in the past? How can Jesus help you right now with it?

Have you experienced relief from past suffering as you have come to know
Christ and follow his ways? Explain.

How has your own healing motivated you to serve others in the name of
Jesus?

Rejoice in the hope of Resurrection, and pray for God to use you in your own
unique way to serve others while here in this life!



