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Group Agenda - March 1, 2008

Lesson: “Classic Christianity”
Passage: Psalm 133:1; Luke 19:10; Mark 10:45

Background

How many different Christian groups exist in our world today? Often to an outsider, it
is nearly impossible to perceive or understand the differences that separate these
groups, and yet sincere believers have argued, divided, condemned, even gone to
war over some of the finer points of theology and practice during the history of the
Christians church in the world.

What is most important? What is “essential” for us to be able to live and work in the
same spiritual “"house,” to be considered a community, and what freedom to differ
must be offered? Some demand uniformity as a precursor to unity - that is, we
must all think, profess, and act alike to be able to love and cooperate. Yet these
groups that view unity this way tend to be small and constantly dividing into ever
smaller parts. What do you believe to be the non-negotiable facets of “classic
Christianity ?”

IceBreaker

What are some qualities that you have observed help a couple maintain a healthy
marriage in spite of their differences, or help a family stay together and live in peace
when others around them fall apart? What areas of disagreement cause the greatest
conflicts?

Excercise

Review & discuss the following slogans. Do you think they are useful and applicable
today? Why or why not?

» “We are not the only Christians, but Christians only.”

» “Where the Bible speaks, we speak, and where the Bible is silent, we are
silent.”

» “Unity is our polar star.”

> “In essentials, unity ... in non-essentials, liberty, and in all things love.”

Read & Discuss

<Read Psalm 133:1>



Apply

>

Pray

What image does the term unity conjure up for you? Is this a positive and
valuable objective for people to strive for today?

Name some essential values and practices a church needs to share in order to
move forward together. What are some things people often feel very
emotional about in church, but are not really that “essential?”

Discuss whether you believe unity is the same thing as uniformity. How are
these two ideas similar, and how are they different? Must we have uniformity
to achieve unity?

Are the most important “essentials” in a church body older, traditional beliefs

and practices, or are they newer ideas? What traditions did Jesus oppose in
his lifetime? What “classic ideas” did he cling to and renew?

<Read Luke 19:10 & Mark 10:45>

What does Jesus say is most “essential” for him in these passages?

How do these ideas help modern day followers of Jesus dwell together and
work together, often in spite of many personal, theological, and philosophical
differences?

How was “following Christ” defined for you when you were growing up? What
do you now consider to be “classic Christianity?”

What are some issues or areas of disagreement you sometimes encounter
today with other believers? Under what circumstances do you find yourself
able to maintain a “unity of spirit and purpose” with them?

Name an issue or belief that you think is vital to be in agreement upon with
other believers in order to be unified. How many different answers does your
group have? Try and form a group consensus on which items you find as
“non-negotiables.”

Christ prayed for the unity of his followers in John 17, that they might be one
like he and the Father are one. Pray for the unity of Amarillo South and your
Life Group.

Pray and ask the Lord to clarify for you as a group what is “essential” for the
unity of our church, and for him to heal the hurts and conflicts that involve
the non-essentials.



