Group Agenda — December 1%, 2007 sough

Lesson: “AWAKE"
Passage: Isaiah 54:2-3

Background

This week Milton spoke about a special project, The aWAKE Project. He challenged us
with the words of Isaiah 54:2-3 - that we should be preparing and thinking about
BIG things when we hook up with Him!

Steven Covey in Seven Habits of Highly Effective People, challenges his readers
to imagine attending their own funeral at the end of their lives. What would they
desire to hear spoken about them? What legacy would be listed as the crowning
achievement of their lives? Who would be there to pay respects and honor what their
lives had meant?

He then goes on to say, "What are you doing NOW to make sure these are the things
that really will be said about you?” Each of us must live life backwards - begin at the
end, and then begin working toward that clear goal. Are we guaranteed success? No,
but Teddy Roosevelt said this in 1899:

"It is not the critic who counts, not the man who points out how the
strong man stumbled or where the doer of deeds could have done them
better.

The credit belongs to the man who is actually in the arena;

whose face is marred by dust and sweat and blood;

who strives valiantly;

who errs and comes up short again and again;

who knows the great enthusiasms, the great devotions, and spends
himself in a worthy cause;

who knows in the end the triumph of high achievements;

and who at the worst, if he fails, at least fails while daring greatly;
so that his place shall never be with those cold and timid souls who
know neither defeat nor victory."

IceBreaker

If you knew there was no way it would fail, what great project or work would you
pursue with the rest of your life?



Read & Discuss

<Read Isaiah 54:2-3>

! Instead of a place for a tent, maybe clearing a lot and building the foundation
for a new house is a better analogy here. What is God saying through Isaiah
about making building plans in the kingdom?

! Think about God’s plans for the world - how big are they, and what are the
factors that limit their accomplishment? Why hasn’t He finished his work yet?

! What kinds of things hold people back from pursuing great and lasting

purpose with their lives?

Apply

! Imagine your own funeral. Who do you hope is there, and what is being said
about you? What great legacy or accomplishment is being spoken of?

! How big are your plans for your own life and what you hope to accomplish in
it? Are they God-sized plans?

! What kinds of things are holding you back from pursuing God’s big plans for
your life? Have you ever spoken them aloud to anyone?

! What is one thing in your life this week, one new habit, one decision, that

could make a great change in your life’s legacy at the end?

Pray

I Pray for one another’s “God-sized plans” and a single, positive step that each
of you wants to make to move in the direction of God’s big plan for you.

I Pray for God’s big plans for AmaSouth. Pray for Him to reveal how we can
“stretch our tent curtains wide” in the near future.



